
 

 

 
 

     
 
 

Announcement:  
New Chair appointed to the National Joint Registry  

 
 

The National Joint Registry (NJR) is delighted to welcome a university leader, experienced 
national board Chair and distinguished academic to be its next Chair.  

Professor Sir Paul Curran will succeed Laurel Powers-Freeling, who was the NJR Chair for ten 
years, and Mr Tim Wilton, the current Interim Chair, when he takes up his post in May 2022. 

President of City University of London from 2010 to 2021, Sir Paul served previously as Vice-
Chancellor of Bournemouth University and Deputy Vice-Chancellor of the University of 
Southampton.  A former NASA research scientist and advisor to the European Space Agency, 
Sir Paul's climate change research involved the use of high-spectral resolution satellite 
sensors to monitor our environment. 

Sir Paul is a Director of the Universities Superannuation Scheme Ltd., Chair of the Natural 
Environment Research Council (NERC) Advisory Committee on Science Leadership, President 
of the Remote Sensing & Photogrammetry Society and Patron of The Conversation UK.  Sir 
Paul was Chair of the national Review Body on Doctors’ & Dentists’ Remuneration (DDRB), 
Universities & Colleges Employers Association (UCEA) Board and The Conversation UK Board 
and was also a member of NERC Council, Quality Assurance Agency (QAA) Board, London 
Higher Board and Universities UK.  

Sir Paul holds the degrees of BSc (Sheffield), MBA (Southampton), PhD, DSc (Bristol), the 
Remote Sensing Society Gold Medal, HM Queen the Royal Geographical Society Patron’s 
Medal, Freedom of the City of London and honorary doctorates from Grand École ESCP, 
Paris and Peter the Great University, St Petersburg.  He was knighted in the 2016 New Year 
Honours for ‘services to higher education’. 

Professor Stephen Powis, National Medical Director of NHS England and NHS 
Improvement said of the appointment of Sir Paul, ‘I am delighted to welcome Sir Paul 
Curran as new Chair of the NJR.  The NJR is recognised as an exemplar in improving patient 
care and safety. Sir Paul’s appointment to this key national role is greatly welcomed and will 
preserve and enhance the capabilities of the NJR at a strategically important time in its 
development.‘ 

 



 

 

 

 

Sir Paul said of his appointment, ‘It is a great honour to be appointed as Chair of the world’s 
largest registry of joint replacement surgery.  What I particularly like about the NJR is its 
standing as a pioneering, trusted and collaborative registry that produces significant benefit 
for patients.  This is an exciting time to be joining the NJR as it informs the ambitious 
national agenda to develop a medical device information system for patient safety, which 
starts to harness the power of big data analytics.  

I first became aware of the important contribution this registry made when, as DDRB Chair, 
we used the Carter Review evidence on how best to reduce variation in patient outcomes.  
It will be a privilege to be Chair during the next stage of the NJR’s evolution and I look 
forward to meeting the many stakeholders who support or are served by the NJR.’ 

Mr Tim Wilton, NJR Medical Director and Vice-Chair said, ‘We are truly delighted to have 
appointed Sir Paul as our next Chair.  This is a pivotal time for the NJR from many points of 
view and his diverse interests and huge past experience will provide renewed academic and 
corporate rigour to what we do.  We wish him great success in his new role and very much 
look forward to moving forward together in many new areas.’  

 


